Exning Parish Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2025

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Section 16 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234)

(a)

(b)

3.

Announcement made by: (d)

Date of announcement: (g)

The audit of accounts for Exning Parish Council for the year ended 31
March 2025 has been completed and the accounts have been published.

The Annual Governance & Accountability Return including the auditor’s
certificate and opinion is available for inspection and copying by any local
government elector of the area of Exning Parish Council on application to:

CWHiTAKeR - uﬁgx.hzﬂs
cleck o eacn.‘\nﬁ-— pC -Sc\f-o\c

Hoo - THoRS

10 -9.9(0 .

Copies will be provided to any local government elector of the area on
payment of £ (¢) for each copy of the Annual Governance &
Accountability Return.
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Notes

This notice and Sections 1,2 & 3 of
the AGAR must be published by 30
Septemnber. This mustinclude
publi on the

authority’s webslte. The smatler
authority must decide how long to
publish the Notice for; the AGAR and
external auditor repart must be
publicly available for 5 years.

(a) Insent the name, position and
address of the person to whom
{ocal government electors should
apply to inspect the AGAR

{b) Insert the hours during which
inspection rights may be
exercised

insert a reasonable sum for
copying costs

{c

(d) Insert the name and position of
person placing the notice

{e

Insert the date of placing of the
natice

www.pkf-Lecom




Section 1 ~ Annual Governance Statement 2024/25

We acknowledge as the members of:

EXNING PARISH COUNCIL

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our kriowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2025, that

prapiwed fis accounting statements in accordenoe

1. Wa have put in place arrangementa for effective financial
with the Accounts and Audif Regulations.

management during tha year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statemants.

2. We maintained an sdequata ayatsm of intemal control
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud

madu prope~ amangeiments and accaplad responsibilly
for safaguarding the public money and resources in

and corruption an reviewed s effectiveness. iis charge.
3. We taok all reasonebla steps to assure curselves has only done what # has the legal power (o do and has
that there are no matters of actual or potential complied with Proper Praciices In doing so.

non-compliance with laws, reguiations and Proper
Practices that could have a significant financial sffect
on the ebility of this authorily to conduct ils

business or manags is finances. -
4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for duning the year gave all persons intarssted the oppariunity to
the exarcise of elactors' rights in accordance with the inspect and ask questions about this authority's accounts.

requiramants of the Accounts and Audit Reguiations.

3. We camrigd out an essessment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, induding tha int Hon of § A controls endfor

4 1
axtemal insur;noe cover where required, h

congiderend and documented the financial and other risks i
Taces and dealt with them propery.

arranged for e compeiert person, independent of the f ial
controls ano procadures, fo give an cbjsctive viaw on whethar
internal controls meet the need's of this smalisr atithortly.

respondsd Lo matters brought to itz atiention by intermnst and

B. We maintained throughout the yeer an adequate and
effective system of intemal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

7. We took appropriate action on all mattars raised

In reports from intemnal and external audit. wxternal aualt,
B. We considerad whether any tigation, liabilities or : disclosed everything i should have abcut its business eclivity
commitments, avents or {ransactions, occuming elther - during the ysar including svents taking placa after the year
end if refevant.

during or afler the year-end, have a flnancial Impact on

this authority and, where appropriate, have included them

in tha accounting atataments.
8. (For tocal councils only) Trust funds including

charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing

trustee we discharged our accountabfiity

responsibiltles for the fund(s)}assets, including

financial reporting and, if required, independent
| examination or audi. = ]
"Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for aach ‘No’ response and describs
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

has mat all of &8 responsibiiftiss whers, as a body
corporate, it is a sole managing lrustee of a focal
trust or trusfs.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
meeting of the authority on: approval was given:

ag lol [202.6¢ @
and recorded as minute reference: Chair i

F-.0l /16330' Clerk @J—‘\.Jk\"*
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2024/25 for

EXNING PARISH COUNCIL

Total palances and ressvves of the beginning of the year

1. Balances brought I
forward as recordad in the financlal records. Value must agree to
103,760 126,774 |2 recorsedintro e
2. (+) Precept or Rates and 4 Total amaunt of precept (or far IDBs rates and levies)
Levies 82,524, 94,950 recsived or revaivable in the yesr. Exclude any grants
E. (+) Totat other recelpt_x Total income or receipls as recorded in the cashbook less
19,868 23,207 | the procert or ratesfiovies recelved {ine 2). includo any
[ —— grants recehxd.
4. (-) St=if costs ) Total expendhure or payments maile o end on behalf
; 636 of all employsss. Include gross salaries and wages,
31 -+ 41 '832 employars NI contributions, emplo\ers per.sion
— contributions, gratuifiea £nd seversics payments.
5. {-) Loan interest/capital 1 Total expendiure or payments of capiial and interest
repayments D 0 made during the year on the authorily's borrowings (i an ).
6. {~) AB other payments Total expendiiure or payments as recorded in the cath-
47,742 | 50,2086 | booktess st costs (inw 4) and koan interssticaphal
T ! repayments (line 5).
7. (=) Balancas carried 3 Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
forward - 126,774 152 898 | cqual (1243 - (4+5+6).
2. Total value:f_cash and i The sum of al! current and deposit bank accounts, cash
short term Investments 126.774 152 893 | hoidings and short torm investments heid as et 31 March -
B ] i - To agroe with benk reconciliation, .

9. Total fixed assets plus The valus of afl the property the authcrity vwns — i Is mads
::f term Investments 360,203 368,902 w afalm.s fixad assets and long term investments as at
10. Tota! borrowings 1 The outstanding capital balance es_at 31 March of afl loans

0 0 from third parties (inclufing PWLB].
For Local Councils Only
11a. Disclosure nots re frust funds Tha Council, as a body corporate, acts 88 2ofe tnustes ar.d
{Including charitable) is responsitxe for managing Trust funds or rssets.
11b. Disciosure note re Trust funds The figures (n the eccounting siatemsnis above
(including charitable) | exclude any Trust transactions.

| gertify that for the year ended 31 March 2025 the Accounting | | confirm that thuse Accounting Statements were

Statements in this Annual Govemanes and Accountability approved by this authority on this date:

Retum have been prepared on either a receipts and payments | 5

or incoms and expenditure basis following the guidance in ’3.8 ‘O)‘AOQ‘G
Govemnancs and Accountability for Smaller Authorities — a

Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly PR .

the finandial position of this authority. as raoordedlm minute reference:

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before bolng - Ol ’D-Q)b

presented to the authority for approval
' ) Signed by Chalr of the meeting where the Acsounting

TS
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2024/25
In respect of EXNING PARISH COUNCIL ~ SF0133

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — https:/fwww.n=o.org.uk/code-audit-

practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound

system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

» summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2025; and
» confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2024/25

[Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Retum (AGAR),
in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concem that relevant legisfation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

The smaller authority failed to approve the AGAR in time to publish it before 1 july 2025, the date required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations
2015, and did not disclose this by answering ‘No’ to Section 1, Box 1.

Section 1, Assertion 3 has been incorrectly completed, as the authority has not comptied with the publication requirements for the 23/24 AGAR
and has also not published a website accessibility statement on their website in line with Regulations. This is consistent with the Internal
Auditor’s response to Internal Control Objectives L and N.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

We note that the smaller authority did not comply with Regulation 15 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 as it failed to make proper
provision during the year 2025/26 for the exercise of public rights, since the period for the exercise of public rights did not include the first 10
working days of July. As a result, the smaller authority must answer ‘No’ to Assertion 4 of the Annual Governance Statement for 2025/26 and
ensure that it makes proper provision for the exercise of public rights during 2026/27.

3 External auditor certificate 2024/25

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2025.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP
External Auditor Signature Pict L ‘H’tﬁjﬂiﬂl 14 g Date 31/03/2026
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