

MINUTES of the ORDINARY Meeting of Exning Parish Council
held on Wednesday 25th March 2026 at 7.00pm at Exning Community Church Hall

PRESENT: Parish Councillors K Schosland (Chair of meeting), R Cizevsky, B Grzech, A Hall, C Ireland, J London (left at 8.15pm), A Zitoun.  Also in attendance: SCC Cllr R Hood, C Whitaker (Clerk to Exning Parish Council) and two members of the public.	
PUBLIC FORUM: A resident of Mill Lane, who has the Exning New River running through her garden, spoke regarding on-going issues with the flow causing erosion of her banks since c. 2021; possibly following some work done to alter the river at a property further up-stream.  Despite some previous investigations into this by SCC’s Riparian Officer and input from WSC Cllr London, this is still an increasing problem.  The Parish Council will facilitate a meeting request to a resident to look into this further; working with SCC Riparian Officer, Cllr Hood, Cllr London, Cllr Schosland and an ENRA representative.
Two members of the public left the meeting at 7.20pm.	       CLERK
	1.03/26: CHAIR’S WELCOME and APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: [LGA 1972, sch12, p40]
a. To receive apologies: Chair, Cllr K Schosland, opened the meeting at 7.20pm. Apologies received from Cllr Morgan.  Cllr London to leave before the end of the meeting.
b. To approve apologies from members:  Apologies were approved. (BG/CI)
2.03/26: COMMUNITY POLICING TEAM REPORT: To receive report from the Community Policing Team (CPT): [EPC Standing Order 24]. There was no representation from the CPT team and no report received.
3.03/26: COUNCILLOR REPORTS: [EPC Standing Order 24]
a. Suffolk County Councillor, Rachel Hood – Cllr Hood reported that she will forward the Annual Town & Parish Report for 2025/2026.  There appears to be a large increase shown in a report from the police in ‘offences against the person’ in March, compared with February – Clerk will look into how to get Exning-specific statistics.  An update regarding the Chancery Park Pre-School was given.  (see item 13.03/26).  Slow progression still on the complex land ownership issues pertaining to the Exning-Burwell cycle path.  Local Government Reorganisation – The Government has announced the decision for Suffolk to have three councils (Western, Central & Eastern, Ipswich & Southern).  One of the three vape shops in Newmarket, closed by Trading Standards six months ago, has now re-opened.  Cllr Hood left the meeting at 7.40pm.
b. West Suffolk Councillor, Jon London – Cllr London reported regarding the three-council decision by the Government.  Street sweeping: although visits have been done, further advance communication of dates is required to enable parked cars to be moved.  Cllr London is the new WSC representative for the Ipswich to Cambridge/Soham line of the Community Rail Partnership.
4.03/26: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: [Localism Act 2011, ss.31and33]
a. Councillors are invited to raise any declarations of interest concerning items on the agenda: None.
b. To Consider any Requests for Dispensation:  None received.
5.03/26: MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF EXNING PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 25th FEBRUARY 2026: [LGA 1972, Sch12, p41(4)]
a. To consider and adopt the minutes as a true record of the proceedings: The minutes were approved, with no amendments, and were signed by the Chair. (BG/CI)
b. To consider any matters arising from the minutes which are not on this agenda: The Clerk informed Council that Item 9.02/26;a had been ultra-vires – it is not possible to make resolutions on a non-agenda item.  The notice from WSC Democratic Services regarding co-option of a Councillor had come after the agenda was closed and therefore a decision could not be made at that meeting.  This item is on this agenda for resolution.
A vote was made to bring forward items 12.03/26;iv and 13 to this point in the meeting. [AH/BG]
	12.03/26: RESPONSE TO PLANNING APPLICATION BY EPC [Town and Country Planning Act 1990, Sched. 1, para. 8]  
iv. Phase 2B, Chancery Park, land south of Burwell Road, Exning: DC/26/1984/FUL: 17 dwellings, associated access, garaging and ancillary works: The following response to the application was made [KS/CI]  “Exning Parish Council objects to this application.



	13.03/26: CHANCERY PARK: [Town and Country Planning Act 1990, Sched. 1, para. 8] 
a.   To receive an update regarding the Phase 1 adoption:  No progress to report.
b.  To receive an update regarding a proposed footpath link between Exning Recreation Ground and 	Chancery Park: No progress to report.
c.   To discuss any other Chancery Park matters:
      i.   To receive information regarding the progress of provision of a pre-school: SCC are awaiting pre-	application advice from planners to confirm that the ask of additional land to create a 60-place pre-	school and meet the most recent planning requirements, such as Bio-Diversity Net Gain, which would 	not have been taken into consideration when the original Section 106 was agreed with the developer. 	This advice is expected to be returned soon, at which points SCC officers will discuss with Persimmon 	for their agreement also.


Cllr London left the meeting at 8.15pm.
FINANCE and ADMINISTRATION
6.03/26: FINANCE REPORT: [Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234), reg3] 
a. To receive the report for February 2026: The finance report for February 2026 was noted.
b. To receive the Current Financial Position from the Clerk: The financial position was reported as £172,800.49 at 25/3/26.
7.03/26: SUBMISSION OF SCHEDULES OF RECEIPTS and PAYMENTS: [Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234), reg3]
a. Approval of receipt and payment schedules for March 2026: The receipt and payment schedules for March 2026 were approved and are appended to these minutes under Appendix A. (BG/CI)
b. Authorisation of receipts and payments for the current month: The March 2026 confidential and non-confidential payments and receipts were scrutinised and authorised by Cllr Schosland.
c. Confirmation of electronic payments for the previous month: The electronic payments for February 2026 were confirmed against the bank statements by Cllr Schosland.
8.03/26: BANK STATEMENTS: Confirmation that the February 2026 bank statement balances and related bank reconciliation have been scrutinised and approved: [Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234), reg3].  The bank statements and bank reconciliations for February 2026 were confirmed as being in balance by Cllr Schosland.
9.03/26: CO-OPTION: To receive permission to co-opt one member to Exning Parish Council: [LGA1972, ss79-80].  Following the recent Casual Vacancy, WSC Democratic Services have confirmed that there had been no call for a by-election and that the Parish Council may now resolve to co-opt one member.  A call for applicants for co-option to the Council will be made. (BG/KS)
10.03/26: COUNCIL VEHICLE: To consider a three-year lease for a council vehicle: [Open Spaces Act 1906, s10].  A proposal was tabled by the Clerk for a three-year lease for a council vehicle.  Further research into different suppliers and the practicalities of an electric vehicle will be made.
11.03/26: OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS:
a. To receive the Chair’s Report: No report was made.
b. To receive the Clerk’s Report: Tree survey works in the Old Cemetery, churchyard and the recreation ground are in progress.  A short-term van has been rented for the Village Keeper.  SCC is still awaiting its contractors to install the Church Street bus shelter.
c. To receive the Village Keeper’s Report: No report was made.
d. To receive Correspondence: i) SCC Exning to Burwell cycle path – an article from the Burwell Clunch newsletter.  ii) ENRA – a news update regarding the New River.  Copies of correspondence received may be requested from the Clerk.
e. To consider Section 137 requests: [LGA1972, s.137]. No new applications received.
f. To receive a report from the Media Working Group: [LGA1972, s.142] Cllr Schosland reported that the latest issue had been delivered.
g. To consider and approve the Internal Auditor for Exning Parish Council for the financial year 2025/2026: The Internal Auditor for approved as Suffolk Association of Local Councils
PLANNING
12.03/26: REPORT: To receive and authorise the February 2026 report from the Planning Working Group: [Town and Country Planning Act 1990, Sched. 1, para. 8]  The planning report was received and approved. (BG/AZ)
	Agenda Item 12a: RESPONSES TO PLANNING APPLICATIONS BY EPC

	DC/26/0274/HH
	3 King’s Court, Oxford Street, Exning
Householder Application – extension to front porch; single storey rear extension
	EPC – NO OBJECTION
WSC – PENDING CONSIDERATION

	DC/26/0285/HH
	6 Brookside, Exning
Householder Application – one detached annexe
	EPC – NO OBJECTION
WSC – PENDING CONSIDERATION

	DC/26/0348/TCA
	19 Beechwood Close, Exning
Application for tree works in a conservation area
	EPC – NO OBJECTION
WSC – PENDING CONSIDERATION

	DC/26/01984/FUL
	Phase 2B, Chancery Park, land south of Burwell Road, Exning
17 dwellings, associated access, garaging and ancillary works
	EPC – OBJECTION (SEE PAGE 1004)
WSC – PENDING CONSIDERATION

	DC/26/0388/HH
	73 St Wendred’s Way, Exning
Householder Application – ramped access with handrail
	EPC – NO OBJECTION
WSC – PENDING CONSIDERATION

	Agenda Item 12b: RESPONSES TO PLANNING DECISIONS BY WSC

	DC/25/2011/HH
	Mistral, Windmill Hill, Exning
Householder Application – front porch, fencing/gates, fenestration alterations, single storey rear extension
	EPC – NO OBJECTION
WSC – APPLICATION APPROVED

	DC/26/0115/HH
	27 Oxford Street, Exning
Householder Application – extension to front porch; 2-storey rear extension
	EPC – NO OBJECTION
WSC – PENDING DECISION

	DC/26/0160/TCA
	23 Beechwood Close, Exning
Tree works in a conservation area
	EPC – NO OBJECTION
WSC – NO OBJECTIONS BY WSC

	DC/26/0043/TCA
	26 Oxford Street, Exning
Tree works in a conservation area
	EPC – NO OBJECTION
WSC – NO OBJECTIONS BY WSC

	DC/26/0157/TCA
	St Martin’s Churchyard, Church Lane, Exning
Tree works in a conservation area, including felling following a tree safety survey
	EPC – NO OBJECTION
WSC – NO OBJECTIONS BY WSC

	DC/26/0105/TPO
	Regal Lodge, Swan Lane, Exning
Application for work on a tree with a protection order
	EPC – NO OBJECTION
WSC – PENDING CONSIDERATION

	DC/26/0245/TCA
	Exning Cricket Club, Cotton End, Exning
Tree works in a conservation area, including five fellings
	EPC – OBJECTION TO FELLING OF TREES
WSC – NO OBJECTIONS BY WSC


13.03/26: CHANCERY PARK: (SEE PAGE 1004)
PUBLIC REALM
14.03/26: REPORT: To receive a report from the Public Realm Working Group regarding matters not on this agenda for discussion only: No report made.
15.03/26: CEMETERY AND CHURCHYARD: To receive a report and authorise actions regarding Cemetery and Churchyard matters: [LGA 1972, ss 214-215].
a. Lacey’s Lane Cemetery: one burial, two memorials
b. Exning Road Old Cemetery: the bottom hedge is lifting a neighbouring fence and will need to be removed
c. St Martin’s Churchyard: planting in progress
16.03/26: RECREATION GROUND: To consider the removal and replacement of boundary markers: [Open Spaces Act 1906, s10). 46 concrete boundary posts to be removed by Mead Construction Ltd for £750 when conditions are suitable.  (AH/KS). Clerk and Village Keeper to assess how many locations require a replacement recycled plastic ‘wood’ marker post and further quotes to be sought. (RC/AH)
17.03.26: EVENTS: To receive updates and discuss the following events: [LGA 1972, s145]
a. Village Fete 2026 – 25/7/2026.  Working Group met 24/3/36.  Fete banners to be positioned and regularly moved.
b. Christmas Tree Light Switch-on – Date of 29/11/2026 was decided. (BG/RC)
c. Action Day for new forest path (Chancery Park/Recreation Ground) – date tbc
18.03/26: ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS: To receive any updates: Litter problem around the varying tree belts at the recreation ground.  Village Keeper to be asked to do a thorough general litter pick.  Photos and exact locations of fly-tipping to be sent to Clerk for reporting to relevant landowner.
19.03/26: AGENDA ITEMS: To note additional items for consideration at the next meeting (April 2026): Youth Parish Council.  Toilet in Old Cemetery. Local Council Re-organisation (how it will affect Parish/Town Councils).
20.03/26: DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING: The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 22nd April 2026; 7pm in the Exning Community Church Hall.  
21.03/26: CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS: To resolve to exclude press and public under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960: the public and press be excluded for the remainder of the meeting because of the likely disclosure of private and confidential information: No confidential section required.
22.03/26: STAFFING: To discuss staffing matters: [LGA 1972, s.112]   Not applicable.
23.03/26: OTHER CONFIDENTIAATTERS: To discuss and authorise any actions:  Not applicable.
Chair, Cllr K Schosland, closed the meeting at 9.00pm
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APPENDIX A: RECEIPT AND PAYMENT SCHEDULES FOR MARCH 2026

	RECEIPTS LIST - MARCH 2026 - NON-CONFIDENTIAL RECEIPTS

	Supplier
	Description
	Gross Amount

	Barclays Bank
	Interest received
	£186.89

	CCLA 
	PSDF reinvestment on investment
	£301.30

	Southgate of Newmarket
	Burial Fees
	£1,103.00

	AM
	Memorial Fees
	£295.00

	
	
	£1,886.19

	
	
	

	PAYMENTS LIST - MARCH 2026 - NON-CONFIDENTIAL PAYMENTS

	Supplier
	Description
	Gross Amount

	Anglian Water
	Water Bill (Lacey's Lane cemetery)
	£18.49

	NFU Mutual
	Van insurance
	£556.43

	UK Fuels Ltd
	Fuel Card
	£2.40

	Level Up Print Ltd
	Newsletter printing
	£657.00

	Suffolk County Council
	25/26 street-lighting maint/energy
	£626.54

	Thurlow Nunn Standen Ltd
	Horticultural supplies
	£38.39

	
	
	£1,899.25
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