

MINUTES of the ORDINARY Meeting of Exning Parish Council
held on Wednesday 25th February 2026 at 7.00pm at Exning Community Church Hall

PRESENT: Parish Councillors L Morgan (Chair), R Cizevsky, B Grzech, C Ireland, J London, K Schosland, A Zitoun.  Also in attendance; SCC Cllr R Hood, Village Keeper (EPC). The Clerk was not present (Cllr K Schosland minuted the meeting). No members of the public.	
PUBLIC FORUM: None.
	1.02/26: CHAIR’S WELCOME and APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: [LGA 1972, sch12, p40]
a. To receive apologies: Chair, Cllr L Morgan, opened the meeting at 7.00pm. Apologies received from Cllr Hall.
b. To approve apologies from members:  Apologies were approved. (JL/AZ)
2.02/26: COMMUNITY POLICING TEAM REPORT: To receive report from the Community Policing Team (CPT): [EPC Standing Order 24]. There was no representation from the CPT team and no report received.
3.02/26: COUNCILLOR REPORTS: [EPC Standing Order 24]
a. Suffolk County Councillor, Rachel Hood – Cllr Hood reported that elections for SCC will take place; announcement will be 27/3/26, applications received by 9/4/26 and election on 7/5/26.  She announced that she will not be standing again for the Exning and Newmarket Division.  The division boundaries for Newmarket will be changing.  Pothole issues have been raised with County Highways.  The cycle path: Cllr Hood has been involved since 2019; the issue is thew bridge – this has been chased again today, and Cllr Hood will email the Clerk with a response.  Chancery Park pre-school building delay: Cllr Hood will chase this.  Contact will be made with the Chair of Stepping Stones Pre-School to find out what communication they have had and how they are taking this forward.
b. West Suffolk Councillor, Jon London – Cllr London reported that a Forest City has been proposed by a developer between Haverhill and Newmarket. WSC has approved the implementation of one-hour free parking in its car parks; this has diminished its reserves to £600,000.  Chancery Park Phase 2b – Cllr London is meeting with the Senior Planning Officer to discuss.  Street Cleaning: District Councillors have requested information regarding this under FOI.
4.02/26: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: [Localism Act 2011, ss.31and33]
a. Councillors are invited to raise any declarations of interest concerning items on the agenda: Cllr Morgan declared an interest in agenda item 10b, iv.
b. To Consider any Requests for Dispensation:  None received.
5.02/26: MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF EXNING PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 28th JANUARY 2026: [LGA 1972, Sch12, p41(4)]
a. To consider and adopt the minutes as a true record of the proceedings: The minutes were approved, with no amendments, and were signed by the Chair. (JL/BG)
b. To consider any matters arising from the minutes which are not on this agenda: None.
FINANCE and ADMINISTRATION
6.02/26: FINANCE REPORT: [Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234), reg3] 
a. To receive the report for January 2026: The finance report for January 2026 was noted.
b. To receive the Current Financial Position from the Clerk: The financial position was reported as £179,686.48 at 24/2/26.
7.02/26: SUBMISSION OF SCHEDULES OF RECEIPTS and PAYMENTS: [Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234), reg3]
a. Approval of receipt and payment schedules for February 2026: The receipt and payment schedules for February 2026 were approved and are appended to these minutes under Appendix A. (BG/CI)
b. Authorisation of receipts and payments for the current month: The February 2026 confidential and non-confidential payments and receipts were scrutinised and authorised by Cllr Schosland.
c. Confirmation of electronic payments for the previous month: The electronic payments for January 2026 were confirmed against the bank statements by Cllr Schosland.
8.02/26: BANK STATEMENTS: Confirmation that the January 2026 bank statement balances and related bank reconciliation have been scrutinised and approved: [Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234), reg3].  The bank statements and bank reconciliations for January 2026 were confirmed as being in balance by Cllr Schosland.
9.02/26: OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS:
a. To receive the Chair’s Report: Accountability: need to show progress and completion on projects.  Discuss Clerk’s workload.  Discussion regarding receipt of permission to co-opt not in time for this agenda – Cllrs expressed a wish to override this regulation (AZ/JL) and to approve to make the decision to co-opt at this meeting (AZ/CI).  Yellow lines on Oxford Street/Chapel Street – these to be reported to County Highways.  Chapel & Swan forklift driver on open road – Cllr Grzech to discuss with company.
b. To receive the Clerk’s Report: None.
c. To receive the Village Keeper’s Report: The Village Keeper reported: Street sweeping done 17/18 March. He has been asked regarding opening the Old Cemetery toilet for public use.  Regular requests for more dog bins.  Discussions regarding the mower and road use and the possibility of a gator vehicle.  For next agenda.
d. To receive Correspondence: None.
e. To consider Section 137 requests: [LGA1972, s.137]. No new applications received.
f. To receive a report from the Media Working Group: [LGA1972, s.142] Cllr Schosland to post on social media regarding the new path and the delay regarding the proposed Phase 1 maintenance takeover.
PLANNING
10.02/26: REPORT: To receive and authorise the December 2025/January 2026 report from the Planning Working Group: [Town and Country Planning Act 1990, Sched. 1, para. 8]  The planning report was received and approved. (KS/BG)
	Agenda Item 10a: RESPONSES TO PLANNING APPLICATIONS BY EPC

	DC/26/0115/HH
	27 Oxford Street, Exning
Householder Application – extension to front porch; 2-storey rear extension
	EPC – NO OBJECTION
WSC – PENDING CONSIDERATION

	DC/26/0160/TCA
	23 Beechwood Close, Exning
Tree works in a conservation area
	EPC – NO OBJECTION
WSC – PENDING CONSIDERATION

	DC/26/0157/TCA
	St Martin’s Churchyard, Church Lane, Exning
Tree works in a conservation area, including felling following a tree safety survey
	EPC – NO OBJECTION
WSC – PENDING CONSIDERATION

	DC/26/0105/TPO
	Regal Lodge, Swan Lane, Exning
Application for work on a tree with a protection order
	EPC – NO OBJECTION
WSC – PENDING CONSIDERATION

	DC/26/0245/TCA
	Exning Cricket Club, Cotton End, Exning
Tree works in a conservation area, including five fellings
	EPC – OBJECTION TO FELLING OF TREES
WSC – PENDING CONSIDERATION

	Agenda Item 10b: RESPONSES TO PLANNING DECISIONS BY WSC

	DC/25/1451/HH
	Harraton Square, Church Lane, Exning
Householder application – a. cart lodge with first floor habitable space.   b. associated access
	EPC – NO OBJECTION
WSC – APPLICATION APPROVED

	DC/25/2039/TCA
	Harraton Court Stables, Chapel Street, Exning
Application to fell trees in a conservation area
	EPC – OBJECTION TO FELLING OF TREES
WSC – NO OBJECTIONS RECEIVED BY WSC

	DC/26/0043/TCA
	26 Oxford Street, Exning
Application for tree work in a conservation area
	EPC – NO OBJECTION
WSC – NO OBJECTIONS RECEIVED BY WSC

	DC/25/2011/HH
	Mistral, Windmill Hill, Exning
Householder Application – front porch, fencing/gates, fenestration alterations, single storey rear extension
	EPC – NO OBJECTION
WSC – PENDING DECISION


11.02/26: CHANCERY PARK: 
a. To receive an update regarding the Phase 1 adoption: [Open Spaces Act]. Awaiting West Suffolk Council response.  Cllr London to follow up.
b. To receive an update regarding a proposed footpath link between Exning Recreation Ground and Chancery Park: [Highways Act 1980, s4] Cllrs London and Hood to follow up.
c. To discuss any other Chancery Park matters: Phase 2 – 17 houses, 7 affordable homes; Cllr London meeting with the Planning Officer.
PUBLIC REALM
12.02/26: REPORT: To receive a report from the Public Realm Working Group regarding matters not on this agenda for discussion only: Working group to look into Phase 2 management company – a task and finish working group to be set up for this.  Progression regarding the replacement bus shelter on Church Street was discussed.
13.01/6: CEMETERY AND CHURCHYARD: To receive a report and authorise actions regarding Cemetery and Churchyard matters: [LGA 1972, ss 214-215].
a. Lacey’s Lane Cemetery: 
b. Exning Road Old Cemetery: 	No reports.
c. St Martin’s Churchyards: 
14.02/26: EVENTS: To receive updates and discuss the following events: [LGA 1972, s145]
a. Village Fete 2026 – 25/7/2026.  Cllr Hall not in attendance and working group has not met.
b. Any other event information – Action Day for new path may be delayed due to the May elections.
15.02/26: ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS: To receive any updates: Planting in churchyard to proceed.  VK to retrieve the sign and hardware from the recreation ground bulb planting area.
16.02/26: AGENDA ITEMS: To note additional items for consideration at the next meeting (February 2026): Delegate authority to Clerk for vacancies. Youth Parish Council.  Toilet in Old Cemetery.
17.02/26: DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING: The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 25th March 2026; 7pm in the Exning Community Church Hall.  
18.02/26: CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS: To resolve to exclude press and public under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960: the public and press be excluded for the remainder of the meeting because of the likely disclosure of private and confidential information: No confidential section required.
19.02/26: STAFFING: To discuss staffing matters: [LGA 1972, s.112]   Not applicable.
20.02/26: OTHER CONFIDENTIAATTERS: To discuss and authorise any actions:  Not applicable.
Chair, Cllr L Morgan, closed the meeting at 8.45pm
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APPENDIX A: RECEIPT AND PAYMENT SCHEDULES FOR FEBRUARY 2026
	RECEIPTS LIST - FEBRUARY 2026 - NON-CONFIDENTIAL RECEIPTS
	 

	Supplier
	Description
	Gross Amount

	West Suffolk Council
	Grant received - Locality Budget
	£2,000.00

	CCLA 
	PSDF reinvestment on investment
	£335.55

	Southgate of Newmarket
	Burial Fees
	£1,103.00

	Ivett & Reed Ltd
	Memorial Fees
	£125.00

	Ivett & Reed Ltd
	Memorial Fees
	£125.00

	 
	 
	£3,688.55

	 
	 
	 

	PAYMENTS LIST - FEBRUARY 2026 - NON-CONFIDENTIAL PAYMENTS
	 

	Supplier
	Description
	Gross Amount

	UK Fuels Ltd
	Fuel Card
	£24.00
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