

MINUTES of the ORDINARY Meeting of Exning Parish Council
held on Wednesday 28th January 2026 at 7.00pm at Exning Community Church Hall

PRESENT: Parish Councillors L Morgan (Chair), B Grzech, Alex Hall, C Ireland, J London, K Schosland, A Zitoun.  Also in attendance; C Whitaker (Clerk to Exning Parish Council).  No members of the public.
7.00pm: PUBLIC MEETING SECTION: Single Issue
To receive a Public Interest Report regarding the late submission of the 24/25 AGAR to PKF Littlejohn External Auditors.  To discuss and receive a report from the Clerk detailing the current situation and future mitigation plans to reduce the risk of any reoccurrence.  The Clerk presented the PIR to Council with a report which gave contingency plans to be put in place for the future.  The current situation points regarding the accounts submission and corresponding mitigation plans are as follows:-
	The Annual Meetings took place on 25th June 2025
	Agreement on the Annual Meeting dates will be set for the current year, with Members understanding the importance of attendance within the statutory dates; and being set taking into consideration of members’ other commitments.

	The Internal Audit was completed by SALC on 30th September 2025
	Early preparation and submission of the Internal Audit to be a priority for the Clerk this April 2026.

	The Notice of Public Rights will be posted between 29th January and 11th March 2026
The AGAR/documentation is ready for submission on 29th January 2026.
	Timely Internal Audit process will allow for the statutory Exercise of Public Rights period to be met and for the submission to the External Auditors to be made in good time and within statutory dates.

	
	Clerk to prepare and inform a Risk Assessment to Council regarding a reoccurrence of such a situation.  To include date/time line of statutory requirements.


All Actions by Clerk.  The Public Meeting Section closed at 7.15pm.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
PUBLIC FORUM: None.
	1.01/26: CHAIR’S WELCOME and APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: [LGA 1972, sch12, p40]
a. To receive apologies: Chair, Cllr L Morgan, opened the meeting at 7.15pm. Apologies received from Cllr Cizevsky and SCC Cllr R Hood.
b. To approve apologies from members:  Apologies were approved. (LM/AZ)
2.01/26: COMMUNITY POLICING TEAM REPORT: To receive report from the Community Policing Team (CPT): [EPC Standing Order 24]. There was no representation from the CPA team.  It was noted that PC Chapman did his first police surgery on 20/12/25 at the Community Church Hall; with WSC and EPC representation. Clerk to obtain further dates from PC Chapman and offer attendance to MP N Timothy, SCC Cllr Hood, WSC Cllr London and Cllr Schosland.
3.01/26: COUNCILLOR REPORTS: [EPC Standing Order 24]
a. Suffolk County Councillor, Rachel Hood – Cllr Hood had provided the County Report earlier in the month and was not present at the meeting, having given her apologies.
b. West Suffolk Councillor, Jon London – Cllr London reported regarding an update on the political makeup of the West Suffolk Council.  His Christmas Card letterbox drop had proved popular with people getting in touch with him regarding their issues.  He may be included in the next WS Local Plan Working Group.  Confirmation has been received that the 2026 County Elections have been postponed for a further year due to the Devolution process.  A WS Locality Budget payment of £2,000 has been approved for the Exning Forest Path (Eco-Activation Events by Groundforce).
4.01/26: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: [Localism Act 2011, ss.31and33]
a. Councillors are invited to raise any declarations of interest concerning items on the agenda: Cllr Morgan declared an interest in agenda item 12a; vii.
b. To Consider any Requests for Dispensation:  None received.
5.01/26: MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF EXNING PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 26th NOVEMBER  2025: [LGA 1972, Sch12, p41(4)]
a. To consider and adopt the minutes as a true record of the proceedings: The minutes were approved, with no amendments, and were signed by the Chair. (LM/JL)
b. To consider any matters arising from the minutes which are not on this agenda: None.
FINANCE and ADMINISTRATION
6.01/26: FINANCE REPORT: [Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234), reg3] 
a. To receive the report for December 2025: The finance report for December 2025 was noted.
b. To receive the Current Financial Position from the Clerk: The financial position was reported as £178,462 as at 28/1/26.
7.01/26: 2024/2025 ACCOUNTS: [Accounts & Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234) regs 6&9]
a. To receive and note the Internal Auditor’s report from SALC for the financial year 2024/2025: The internal audit report for 2024/2025 from SALC was noted.
b. To approve Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2024/25 for Exning Parish Council: The Annual Governance Statement was approved [KS/LM)
c. To approve Section 2 – Accounting Statement 2024/25 for Exning Parish Council: The Accounting Statement was approved (LS/LM)
8.01/26: BUDGET AND PRECEPT 2026/2027: [Local Government Finance Act 1992, s41]
a. To approve the budget for Exning Parish Council for the financial year 2026/2027: The 2026/2027 budget figure was approved at £128,550. [KS/LM – vote 6 for/1 against]
b. To approve the precept for Exning Parish Council for the financial year 2026/2027: The 2026/2027 precept figure was approved at £128,550. [KS/LM – vote 6 for/1 against]
9.01/26: SUBMISSION OF SCHEDULES OF RECEIPTS and PAYMENTS: [Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234), reg3]
a. Approval of receipt and payment schedules for December 2025 and January 2026: The receipt and payment schedules for December 2025 and January 2026 were approved and are appended to these minutes under Appendix A. (JL/BG)
b. Authorisation of receipts and payments for the current month: The December 2025 and January 2026 confidential and non-confidential payments and receipts were scrutinised and authorised by Cllr Morgan.
c. Confirmation of electronic payments for the previous month: The electronic payments for November and December 2025 were confirmed against the bank statements by Cllr Morgan.
10.01/26: BANK STATEMENTS: Confirmation that the November and December 2025 bank statement balances and related bank reconciliation have been scrutinised and approved: [Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234), reg3].  The bank statements and bank reconciliations for November and December 2025 were confirmed as being in balance by Cllr Morgan.
11.01/26: OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS:
a. To receive the Chair’s Report: No report.
b. To receive the Clerk’s Report: 1: The Village Keeper will weed the church car park as time allows following a polite request from the Church committee and will be reviewed periodically.  2: Discussion regarding meeting dates for 2026.The Clerk will be absent at the 25/2/26 meeting – a Councillor will take the minutes.  The Annual Meeting of the Council and the Annual Meeting of the Parishioners will both take place on 13/5/26 with no meeting on 27/5/26.
c. To receive the Village Keeper’s Report: The Village Keeper was not present. Clerk gave an update.
d. To receive Correspondence: None.
e. To consider Section 137 requests: [LGA1972, s.137]. No new applications received.
f. To receive a report from the Media Working Group: [LGA1972, s.142] CANVA software to be assigned to Cllr Zitoun.  Website training to take place to Cllrs Schosland, Zitoun and the Clerk – by Cllr Morgan.  Delivery of newsletter week beginning 16/2/26.  
PLANNING
12.01/26: REPORT: To receive and authorise the December 2025/January 2026 report from the Planning Working Group: [Town and Country Planning Act 1990, Sched. 1, para. 8]  The planning report was received and approved. (KS/BG)
	Agenda Item 13a: RESPONSES TO PLANNING APPLICATIONS BY EPC

	DC/25/1900/HH
	27 Oxford Street, Exning
Householder Application – porches, ridge and eaves, dormers, single storey extension to rear infill
	EPC – NO OBJECTION
WSC – APPLICATION WITHDRAWN

	DC/25/2039/TCA
	Harraton Court Stables, Chapel Street, Exning
Application to fell trees in a conservation area
	EPC – OBJECTION TO FELLING OF TREES
WSC – PENDING CONSIDERATION

	DC/25/1997/TCA
	6 Harraton House, Church Lane, Exning
Application for tree work in a conservation area
	EPC – NO OBJECTION
WSC – NO OBJECTIONS RECEIVED

	DC/25/1994/TCA
	12 Chapel Street, Exning
Application for tree work in a conservation area
	EPC – NO OBJECTION
WSC – NO OBJECTIONS RECEIVED

	DC/26/0043/TCA
	26 Oxford Street, Exning
Application for tree work in a conservation area
	EPC – NO OBJECTION
WSC – PENDING CONSIDERATION

	DC/25/1090/TCA
	3 Kings Court, Oxford Street, Exning
Application for tree work in a conservation area
	EPC – NO OBJECTION
WSC – NO OBJECTIONS RECEIVED

	DC/25/2011/HH
	Mistral, Windmill Hill, Exning
Householder Application – front porch, fencing/gates, fenestration alterations, single storey rear extension
	EPC – NO OBJECTION
WSC – PENDING CONSIDERATION

	Agenda Item 13b: RESPONSES TO PLANNING DECISIONS BY WSC

	DC/25/1393/FUL
	Exning Primary School, Oxford Street, Exning
Full application – detached building for use class F1 - education
	EPC – NO OBJECTION
WSC – APPLICATION APPROVED

	DC/25/1451/HH
	Harraton Square, Church Lane, Exning
Householder application – a. cart lodge with first floor habitable space.   b. associated access
	EPC – NO OBJECTION
WSC – PENDING DECISION

	DC/25/1600/HH
	27 New River Green, Exning
Householder application – amends to fenestration/doors with single storey rear extension
	EPC – NO OBJECTION
WSC – APPLICATION APPROVED

	DC/25/1653/FUL
	Land adjacent to Garden Cottage, Church Lane, Exning
Full application – one self-build dwelling
	EPC – NO OBJECTIONS
WSC – APPLICATION REFUSED

	DC/25/1777/TCA
	4 Brookside, Exning
Application for tree work in a conservation area
	EPC – NO OBJECTIONS
WSC – NO OBJECTIONS RECEIVED

	DC/25/1774/TCA
	2 New River Green, Exning
Application for tree work in a conservation area; includes felling five trees
	EPC – OBJECTION TO FELLING OF TREES
WSC – NO OBJECTIONS RECEIVED

	DC/25/1837/TCA
	Mistral, Windmill Hill, Exning
Application to fell eight trees in a conservation area
	EPC – OBJECTION TO FELLING OF TREES
WSC – NO OBJECTIONS RECEIVED


13.01/26: CHANCERY PARK: 
a. To receive an update regarding the Phase 1 adoption: [Open Spaces Act]. Awaiting West Suffolk Council response.  It is believed that Persimmon are still maintaining the area currently.
b. To receive an update regarding a proposed footpath link between Exning Recreation Ground and Chancery Park: [Highways Act 1980, s4] Awaiting further action.
c. To discuss any other Chancery Park matters: Phase 2 urban path is very slippery.  Issues with Phase 2 should be reported to the management company.  An invitation will be extended to the Chancery Park Phase 2 contract manager to attend a parish council meeting.
PUBLIC REALM
14.01/26: REPORT: To receive a report from the Public Realm Working Group regarding matters not on this agenda for discussion only: The recreation ground concrete boundary posts are in poor state now and need removing.  Clerk to investigate options.  The noticeboard graphics board requires updating; this will be done once all the new roads on Chancery Park are confirmed on the next phase.
15.01/26: TREES: To approve the quote for the tree works on the trees within the Parish Council’s responsibilities: [Open Spaces Act]: The quote by TH Tree Surgery Ltd at £4,580 was approved for the tree works, including the replanting of five new trees, from the 2025 tree survey report. 
16.01/6: CEMETERY AND CHURCHYARD: To receive a report and authorise actions regarding Cemetery and Churchyard matters: [LGA 1972, ss 214-215].
a. Lacey’s Lane Cemetery: one burial
b. Exning Road Old Cemetery: wall prep ongoing
c. St Martin’s Churchyards: deadwood in trees will be removed during impending tree works
17.01/26: EVENTS: To receive updates and discuss the following events: [LGA 1972, s145]
a. Village Fete 2026 – 25/7/2026.  Date for 2027 fete will be 24/7/2027.  A volunteers’ briefing one week before the fete is planned.  Banners should be date-amended and moved around the village areas starting in March.  Initial actions are in place.
b. Any other event information – None.
18.01/26: ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS: To receive any updates: The village keeper will be working in the wild planting area of St Martin’s church and will be planting up the front bed by the Church Street steps.
19.01/26: AGENDA ITEMS: To note additional items for consideration at the next meeting (February 2026): None. 
20.01/26: DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING: The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 25th February 2026; 7pm in the Exning Community Church Hall.  
21.01/26: CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS: To resolve to exclude press and public under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960: the public and press be excluded for the remainder of the meeting because of the likely disclosure of private and confidential information: No confidential section required.
22.01/26: STAFFING: To discuss staffing matters: [LGA 1972, s.112]   Not applicable.
23.01/26: OTHER CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS: To discuss and authorise any actions:  Not applicable.
Chair, Cllr L Morgan, closed the meeting at 9.15pm
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APPENDIX A: RECEIPT AND PAYMENT SCHEDULES FOR DECEMBER 2025 AND JANUARY 2026

	RECEIPTS LIST - DECEMBER 2025 - NON-CONFIDENTIAL RECEIPTS

	Supplier
	Description
	Gross Amount

	CCLA 
	PSDF reinvestment on investment
	£338.09

	Barclays Bank
	Interest received
	£258.24

	
	
	£596.33

	PAYMENTS LIST - DECEMBER 2025 - NON-CONFIDENTIAL PAYMENTS

	Supplier
	Description
	Gross Amount

	White Christmas Designs Ltd
	Fuel Card
	£51.64

	Newmarket Plant Hire Ltd
	Audit Fees
	£488.40

	UK Fuels Ltd
	Planting
	£22.97

	Exning Community Church Hall
	Installation of Noticeboards
	£600.00

	
	
	£1,163.01

	

	RECEIPTS LIST - JANUARY 2026 - NON-CONFIDENTIAL RECEIPTS

	Supplier
	Description
	Gross Amount

	CCLA 
	PSDF reinvestment on investment
	£343.94

	Southgate of Newmarket
	Burial fees
	£599.00

	West Suffolk Council
	Grant received
	£300.00

	HMRC
	VAT Refund - Q3
	£679.61

	
	
	£1,922.55

	PAYMENTS LIST - JANUARY 2026 - NON-CONFIDENTIAL PAYMENTS

	Supplier
	Description
	Gross Amount

	Flagship Homes
	Storage fees
	£179.76

	UK Fuels Ltd
	Fuel Card
	£2.40

	Level Up Print Ltd
	Newsletter 
	£690.00

	Starboard Systems Ltd
	Annual accounting software licence
	£673.92

	Rougham Estates
	Christmas Tree
	£257.00

	Vertas Group Ltd
	Recreation grass cutting
	£451.43

	Petty Cash
	Various 
	£72.24

	E.ON
	Electricity fees
	£65.35

	E.ON
	Electricity fees
	£54.20

	Reimbursements
	Various 
	£9,787.97

	Fenland Leisure Services Ltd
	Repairs to play area
	£569.88

	JJ Gardening Services
	Grave Digging fees
	£300.00

	
	
	£13,104.15
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