

MINUTES of the ORDINARY Meeting of Exning Parish Council
held on Wednesday 23rd April 2025 at 7.15pm at Exning Community Church Hall

 PRESENT: Parish Councillors L Morgan (Chair), A Hall, J London, K Schosland. Also in attendance; SCC Cllr R Hood (7.05pm to 7.20pm), C Whitaker (Clerk to Exning Parish Council).  2 members of the public.
	OPEN FORUM: No matters raised.
1.04/25: CHAIR’S WELCOME and APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: [LGA 1972, sch12, p40]
a. To receive apologies: Chair, Cllr L Morgan, opened the meeting at 7.00pm. Apologies received from Cllr B Grzech.
b. To approve apologies from members:  Apologies were approved; (JL/AH)
2.04/25: COMMUNITY POLICING TEAM REPORT: To receive report from the Community Policing Team (CPT): [EPC Standing Order 24] No representative in attendance – a report was submitted, appended to these minutes under Appendix A.
3.04/25: COUNCILLOR REPORTS [EPC Standing Order 24]
a. Suffolk County Councillor, Rachel Hood – Cllr Hood reported on the County Report, previously supplied; specifically speaking about the decision by County on the Unitary Council on 26/4/25.  County and District Councils still have opposing views on the matter.  Parish Councils do need to speak up regarding things they might be able to do ‘better’, in their opinion.
b. West Suffolk District Councillor, Jon London – Cllr London reported that the University of Oxford (Belport Estates) has, in principle, agreed for the footpath between the Recreation Ground and Chancery Park to be in the public realm in its entirety.  We await full confirmation of an agreement.
Cllr Hood left the meeting a 7.20pm.
4.04/25: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: [Localism Act 2011, ss.31and33]
a. Councillors are invited to raise any declarations of interest concerning items on the agenda: No declarations of interest were raised.
b. To Consider any Requests for Dispensation:  None received.
5.04/25: MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF EXNING PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 26th FEBRUARY 2025: [LGA 1972, Sch12, p41(4)]
a. To consider and adopt the minutes as a true record of the proceedings: The minutes were approved, with no amendments, and were signed by the Chair. (JL/KS)
b. To consider any matters arising from the minutes which are not on this agenda: None.
FINANCE and ADMINISTRATION
6.04/25: FINANCE REPORT: [Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234), reg3] 
a. To receive the report for March 2025: The finance report for March 2025 was noted.
b. To receive the Current Financial Position from the Clerk: The financial position was reported as £118,551 at 23/4/2025.  The precept for the current financial year of £108,525.00 will be received at the end of the month.
7.04/25: SUBMISSION OF SCHEDULES OF RECEIPTS and PAYMENTS: [Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234), reg3]
a. Approval of receipt and payment schedules for March and April 2025: The receipt and payment schedules for March and April 2025 were approved. (JL/AH)
b. Authorisation of receipts and payments for the current month: The March and April 2025 confidential and non-confidential payments and receipts will be scrutinised by Cllr Schosland following this meeting and will be confirmed at the next meeting of the Council.
c. Confirmation of electronic payments for the previous month: The electronic payments for February and March 2025 will be confirmed against the bank statements by Cllr Schosland following this meeting and will be confirmed at the next meeting of the Council.
8.04/25: BANK STATEMENTS: Confirmation that the February and March 2025 bank statement balances and related bank reconciliation have been scrutinised and approved: [Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234), reg3]
The bank statements and bank reconciliations for February and March 2025 will be confirmed as being in balance at the next meeting of the Council by Cllr Schosland.
9.04/25: EPC STRATEGY: To receive updates: The updated Strategic Plan document was presented, having been discussed at a Councillor workshop on 26/3/25, and was adopted.  (KS/AH) This will be posted to the website.
10.04/25: COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP: To receive applications for candidates for co-option and make a vote, if necessary, regarding three Casual Vacancies: [Local Elections (Parishes and Communities) (England and Wales) Rules 2006, SI 20076/3305, r5(5)] This item was deferred to the next agenda.
11.04/25: OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS:
a. To receive the Chair’s Report: Discussion regarding the strategic plan.
b. To receive the Clerk’s Report: Attendance at the two May meetings (Annual Meeting of the Parishioners and Annual Meeting of the Council) is proving difficult due to Councillors other commitments.  The Clerk will look into possible rescheduling to accommodate within the statutory guidelines.
c. To receive the Village Keeper’s Report: The Village Keeper reported some bench damage and safety issues with sharp objects – the Clerk will report to the police and landowners and the Village Keeper will do early ‘sweeps’ of the areas when possible.  Dog fouling is an ongoing issue.  Weed spraying will begin.
d. To receive Correspondence: None.
e. To consider Section 137 requests: [LGA1972, s.137]. No new applications received.
f. To receive a report from the Media Working Group: [LGA1972, s.142] Newsletter in preparation for a May/June delivery with 4/5 regular advertisers.  There will be a push on Social Media platforms for the Exning Fete information.
PLANNING
12.04/25: REPORT: To receive and authorise the March and April 2025 report from the Planning Working Group: [Town and Country Planning Act 1990, Sched. 1, para. 8]  The planning report was received and approved. (LM/KS) The vote was unanimous.
	Agenda Item 12a: RESPONSES TO PLANNING APPLICATIONS BY EPC

	[bookmark: _Hlk156897839][bookmark: _Hlk35096912][bookmark: _Hlk62911819][bookmark: _Hlk156897680]DC/25/0278/HH
	3 Glanely Gardens, Exning
Householder application – single storey rear extension to garage, replacement roof and doors to rear conservatory
	EPC – NO OBJECTION
WSC – PENDING DECISION

	DC/25/0454/TCA
	16 Beechwood Close, Exning
Application for tree works in a conservation area
	EPC – STANDARD TREE RESPONSE
WSC – PENDING CONSIDERATION

	DC/25/0310/FUL
	Shangri La, 3 The Highlands, Exning
Full application – one bungalow
	EPC – NO OBJECTION
WSC – PENDING DECISION

	DC/25/0481/TCA
	17 Church Street, Exning
Application for tree works in a conservation area
	EPC – STANDARD TREE RESPPONSE
WSC – PENDING DECISION

	DC/25/0452/TCA
	5 Burwell Road, Exning
Application for tree works in a conservation area
	EPC – STANDARD TREE RESPONSE
WSC – NO OBJECTIONS RECEIVED

	DC/25/0568/TCA
	31 Oxford Street, Exning
Application for tree works in a conservation area
	EPC – STANDARD TREE RESPONSE
WSC – PENDING CONSIDERATION

	DC/25/0385/FUL
	Land rear of York Villa, North End, Exning
Full application – one dwelling
	EPC – NO OBJECTION
WSC – PENDING CONSIDERATION

	Agenda Item 13b: RESPONSES TO PLANNING DECISIONS BY WSC

	DC/23/1453/FUL
	Land adjacent to Garden Cottage, Church Lane, Exning
Full application – one dwelling
	EPC – APPLICATION WITHDRAWN
WSC – PENDING DECISION

	DC/24/0450/FUL
	Unit 8, Swan Lane Business Park, Swan Lane, Exning
Full application – change of use from offices to flexible offices/public worship with associated works/infrastructure
	EPC – OBJECTION
WSC – PENDING DECISION

	DC/24/0696/FUL
	103, 119, 121, 133 Exning Road, Exning
Full application – installation of external wall insulation
	EPC – NO OBJECTION
WSC – APPROVED

	DC/24/1295/FUL
	Land rear of 153 TO 161 Burwell Road, Exning
Full application – construction of a small storage unit with associated hardstand
	EPC – OBJECTION
WSC – PENDING CONSIDERATION

	DC/25/0117/TCA
	12 Glanely Gardens, Exning
Application for tree works in a conservation area
	EPC – STANDARD TREE RESPONSE
WSC – OBJECTION – TPO SERVED BY WSC

	DC/25/0246/TCA
	The Old Rectory, Church Lane, Exning
Application for tree works in a conservation area
	EPC – STANDARD TREE RESPONSE
WSC – NO OBJECTION RECEIVED



13.04/25: CHANCERY PARK: 
a. To receive an update regarding the Phase 1 adoption: [Open Spaces Act]. Awaiting West Suffolk Council response.
b. To receive an update regarding a proposed footpath link between Exning Recreation Ground and Chancery Park: [Highways Act 1980, s4] Awaiting further confirmation. Potential bin placement for this area was discussed initially.  WSC Cllr London will provide a steer on this project.
c. To discuss any other Chancery Park matters: None.
PUBLIC REALM
14.04/25: REPORT: To receive a report from the Public Realm Working Group regarding matters not on this agenda for discussion only:  No items to report.
15.04/25: CEMETERY AND CHURCHYARD: To receive a report and authorise actions regarding Cemetery and Churchyard matters: [LGA1972, ss214-215]
a. Lacey’s Lane Cemetery: Nothing to report.
b. Exning Road Old Cemetery: An old metal cross has gone missing from a grave.
c. St Martin’s Churchyard: Nothing to report.
16.04/25: TO RECEIVE A PROPOSAL AND QUOTE TO INSTALL A VILLAGE SIGN AT COTTON END: [Road Traffic Regulations Act 1984, s.72(1)]. The quote for £1,300 from the contractor which holds the original mould to be accepted.  Investigations into a brick and flint base and exact location to be carried out.
17.04/25: PLAY AREA DEVELOPMENT: To receive an update on progress regarding the project: [Public Health Act1875, s164].  The new aerial runway (zip-wire) is in place and the installer is checking on the speed setting following some comments by users.
18.04/25: EVENTS: To receive updates and discuss the following events: [LGA 1972, s145]
a. Village Fete 26th July 2025 		} – meeting set for 9.5.25.  Press has been informed regarding this event date.
b. Christmas Tree Light Switch-On	} – no updates – “Save the Date” is on the website.
c. Any other events: None at this time	} – None.
19.04/25: NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH SCHEME: To receive an update regarding scheme re-invigeration plans: [Local Govt and Rating Act1997, s31].  No further updates.
20.04/25: ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS: To receive an update:  Planting by ENRA continues at Sawn Lane re-wilding area.
21.04/25: AGENDA ITEMS: To note additional items for consideration at the next meeting (date to be confirmed - 2025):  No additional items.
22.04/25: DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING: The next Parish Council Meeting, scheduled for May, will now not take place and a June date will be issued shortly.  There will also be the Annual Meeting of the Parishioners, which will be scheduled for June in due course.  The delay is due to Councillor unavoidable other commitments.
23.04/25: CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS: To resolve to exclude press and public under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960: the public and press be excluded for the remainder of the meeting because of the likely disclosure of private and confidential information: No confidential section required.
24.04/25: STAFFING: To discuss staffing matters: [LGA 1972, s.112]   Not applicable.
25.04/25: OTHER CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS: To discuss and authorise any actions:  Not applicable.
Chair, Cllr L Morgan, closed the meeting at 8.40pm.
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APPENDIX A: COMMUNITY POLICING TEAM REPORT FOR APRIL 2025.
“Here are the latest figures for Speed enforcement for Exning January to March this year.
At Exning, this year, our operators have attended on 7 dates and recorded 81 offences.
(B1103, Burwell Road: 2 visits, 16 offences)
C751, Windmill Hill: 3 visits, 37 offences
C752, Cotton End Lane (30 limit): 2 visits, 16 offences
C752, Cotton End Lane (40 limit): 3 visits, 12 offences)
The crime stats can be accessed via the crime map below, but they are only showing up
to February. I’m planning a fuller update for the local magazine.
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/area/your-area/suffolk/forest-heath/newmarket/aboutus/
crime-maP”
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