

MINUTES of the ORDINARY Meeting of Exning Parish Council
held on Wednesday 26th February 2025 at 7.15pm at Exning Community Church Hall

 PRESENT: Parish Councillors L Morgan (Chair), B Grzech, A Hall, D Kilsby-Steele, J London, K Schosland. Also in attendance; SCC Cllr R Hood, C Whitaker (Clerk to Exning Parish Council).  2 members of the public.
	OPEN FORUM: A representative from the Exning Tennis Group spoke regarding the recent decline in membership since the pandemic and endeavours to provide a family and youth focussed engagement.  The representative left the meeting at 7.10pm.  A resident from Phase 2 of Chancery Park spoke regarding the lack of availability of full fibre onsite until the end of 2026.  Clerk to check with Persimmon and OpenReach regarding this matter.
1.02/25: CHAIR’S WELCOME & APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: [LGA 1972, sch12, p40]
a. To receive apologies: Chair, Cllr L Morgan, opened the meeting at 7.20pm. No apologies received.
b. To approve apologies from members:  Not required.
2.02/25: COMMUNITY POLICING TEAM REPORT: To receive report from the Community Policing Team (CPT): [EPC Standing Order 24]  No representative in attendance – no report submitted. Clerk to make contact requesting reports.
3.02/25: COUNCILLOR REPORTS [EPC Standing Order 24]
a. Suffolk County Councillor, Rachel Hood – Cllr Hood reported on the County Report, previously supplied; specifically noting the new priority on stopping smoking called ‘Never Stop Trying’. There has been recent Trading Standards raids on some Newmarket Vape shops, where reportedly 1,300 illegal vape and tobacco products were seized.
Regarding the Devolution issue, SCC has applied for the Priority Devolution Programme and the Government has approved this.  SCC has the opinion that a single Unitary Council would provide a better service.  As County Elections have been deferred for one year, Cllr Hood ‘s term of office has been extended until May 2026.  There will be a Suffolk/Norfolk Mayoral election in one to two years-time.
Cllr Morgan expressed some concerns regarding a possible increased responsibilities and budget for Exning and difficulties that may be caused by the distance from Ipswich.
Cllr Morgan proposed that items 14 and 19 be brought forward to this point in the meeting (LM/KS) and the vote was unanimous
	14.02/25: ROSERY HOTEL: To receive updates: [Town & Country Planning Act 1990, Sched. 1, para. 8]
It was noted, with disappointment, that the Rosery Hotel is now back up for sale at auction.  The agent has stated that the proposal for the property could not progress due to WSC planning officers wanting an increased residential provision.  The Parish Council feels that a worthy application has been blocked at pre-planning stage, leaving the parish with an increasingly dilapidated building.  WSC Cllr J London will look into the matter.
19.02/25: PLAY AREA DEVELOPMENT: To receive updates ad feedback from the consultation evening: [Public Health Act1875, s164]
The Clerk presented a report regarding the planned upgrade to the play equipment on the recreation ground and the resurfacing of the approach track.  The recent consultation session, held at the local primary school, was successful with parents attending.  There was a need expressed for more equipment for older children and an extension of the adult mini-gym equipment.  Discussions around funding were had; Clerk to contact Cllr Hood.


Cllr Hood left the meeting at 7.45pm.
b. West Suffolk Councillor, Jon London – Cllr London reported that he had been dealing with general resident issues and liaising with the Street Cleansing department regarding visits to Exning.  There have been conversations regarding a pathway linking the Recreation Ground and Chancery Park.  Devolution Issue – all five District Councils do not support a single Unitary Council for Suffolk.
4.02/25: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: [Localism Act 2011, ss.31&33]
a. Councillors are invited to raise any declarations of interest concerning items on the agenda: Cllr Schosland declared an ‘other’ interest in item 11e and will leave the room for the vote at that time.
b. To Consider any Requests for Dispensation:  None received.
5.02/25: MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF EXNING PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 22nd JANUARY 2025: [LGA 1972, Sch12, p41(4)]
a. To consider & adopt the minutes as a true record of the proceedings: The minutes were approved, with no amendments, & were signed by the Chair.  
b. To consider any matters arising from the minutes which are not on this agenda: 20’s Plenty bin stickers – outstanding to be delivered.
FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION
6.02/25: FINANCE REPORT: [Accounts & Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234), reg3] 
a. To receive the report for January 2025: The finance report for January 2025 was noted.
b. To receive the Current Financial Position from the Clerk: The financial position was reported as £164,183 at 26/2/2025.
7.02/25: SUBMISSION OF SCHEDULES OF RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS: [Accounts & Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234), reg3]
a. Approval of receipt & payment schedules for February 2025: The receipt & payment schedules for February 2025 were approved and are appended to these minutes under Appendix A.
b. Authorisation of receipts & payments for the current month: The February 2025 confidential and non-confidential payments & receipts were scrutinised & approved.
c. Confirmation of electronic payments for the previous month: The electronic payments for January 2025 were confirmed against the bank statements.
8.02/25: BANK STATEMENTS: Confirmation that the January 2025 bank statement balances & related bank reconciliation have been scrutinised & approved: [Accounts & Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234), reg3]
The bank statements & bank reconciliations for January 2025 were confirmed as being in balance.
9.02/25: EPC STRATEGY: To receive updates: The Strategic Plan document will be considered and updated at a workshop of councillors on 26/3/25.
10.02/25: COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP: To receive notice from West Suffolk Council regarding two Casual Vacancies: [Local Elections (Parishes and Communities) (England and Wales) Rules 2006, SI 20076/3305, r5(5)] Notice has been received giving permission to co-opt two further Members. The banners are out around the village, with social media publicity also.
11.02/25: OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS:
a. To receive the Chair’s Report: Discussions were held with the agent of the Rosery Hotel.
b. To receive the Clerk’s Report: Play Area proposal preparation and meetings. Litter picking loan equipment and waste removal provided to EcoExning group at half term.
c. To receive the Village Keeper’s Report: The lockable trade bins have now been delivered from WSC.
d. To receive Correspondence: None.
e. To consider Section 137 requests: [LGA1972, s.137]. Application from Exning Tennis Club for funding for rackets and balls for children who will be trying tennis out and have no equipment.  Cllr Schosland left the meeting. £370.00 awarded. (JL/BFG) The vote was unanimous. Cllr Schosland returned to the meeting.
f. To receive a report from the Media Working Group: [LGA1972, s.142] Newsletter latest edition at the new printer company.  Reallocation of delivery routes are being dealt with.  Paid advertisements are increased.  FB – an increase on average of five new followers per week.  A website ‘blip’ this week has been resolved.  An Exning Parish Council Instagram account will be set up. (AH/DKS) The vote was unanimous.  
g. To approve the meeting dates for the Municipal Year 2025/2026: [LGA 1972, Sch12,p10(1) and 26(1)] The meeting dates were approved and are attached to these minutes under Appendix B.
h. To approve the appointment of the Internal Auditor for Exning Parish Council for the period 1st April 2024 to 31st March 2025: [Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, parts 3 and 4] Suffolk Association of Local Councils were approved by Council as the Internal Auditors for Exning Parish Council for 2024/2025. (JL/KS) The vote was unanimous.
i. To approve the Direct Debit and Standing Order arrangements for the financial year 2025/2026: [Accounts & Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234), reg3]
The 2025/2026 Direct Debit and Standing Order arrangements were approved. (LM/KS) The vote was unanimous.
j. To review the Standing Orders for Exning Parish Council: [EPC SO 26e] The Standing Orders were approved and adopted.
k. To review the Financial Regulations for Exning Parish Council: [EPC SO 18b] The Financial Regulations were approved and adopted.
l. To review the Financial Risk Assessment for Exning Parish Council: [EPC F.Regs 16.1] The Financial Risk Assessment document was approved and adopted.
m. To review the effectiveness of Exning Parish Council’s system of internal controls: [EPC F.Regs 1.5] The review of internal controls document was approved and adopted.
PLANNING
12.02/25: REPORT: To receive & authorise the February 2025 report from the Planning Working Group: [Town & Country Planning Act 1990, Sched. 1, para. 8]  The planning report was received and approved. (DKS/KS) The vote was unanimous.
	Agenda Item 12a: RESPONSES TO PLANNING APPLICATIONS BY EPC

	[bookmark: _Hlk156897839][bookmark: _Hlk35096912][bookmark: _Hlk62911819][bookmark: _Hlk156897680]DC/25/0117/TCA
	12 Glanely Gardens, Exning
Application for tree works in a conservation area
	EPC – STD TREE RESPONSE
WSC – PENDING CONSIDERATION

	DC/25?0246/TCA
	The Old Rectory, Church Lane, Exning
Application for tree works in a conservation area
	EPC – NO OBJECTION
WSC – PENDING CONSIDERATION

	Agenda Item 13b: RESPONSES TO PLANNING DECISIONS BY WSC

	DC/23/1453/FUL
	Land adjacent to Garden Cottage, Church Lane, Exning
Full application – one dwelling
	EPC – OBJECTION
WSC – PENDING DECISION

	DC/24/0450/FUL
	Unit 8, Swan Lane Business Park, Swan Lane, Exning
Full application – change of use from offices to flexible offices/public worship with associated works/infrastructure
	EPC – OBJECTION
WSC – PENDING DECISION

	DC/24/0696/FUL
	103, 119, 121, 133 Exning Road, Exning
Full application – installation of external wall insulation
	EPC – NO OBJECTION
WSC – PENDING DECISION

	DC/24/0046/TCA
	21 Church Street, Exning
Application for tree works in a conservation area
	EPC – NO OBJECTION
WSC – NO OBJECTIONS RECEIVED

	DC/24/1710/HH
	3 Glanely Gardens, Exning
Householder application – garden roof height, door replacement works, rear pitched roof replacement works
	EPC – NO OBJECTION
WSC – APPLICATION WITHDRAWN

	DC/24/1796/HH
	Woodside, Windmill Hill, Exning
Householder application – amendments to fenestration
	EPC – NO OBJECTION
WSC – APPLICATION APPROVED

	DC/24/1295/FUL
	Land rear of 153 TO 161 Burwell Road, Exning
Full application – construction of a small storage unit with associated hardstand
	EPC – OBJECTION
WSC – PENDING CONSIDERATION



13.02/25: CHANCERY PARK: To receive an update: [Town & Country Planning Act 1990, Sched. 1, para. 8]
a. To approve a proposal to proceed with the adoption of Phase 1 open space from WSC: [Open Spaces Act 1906,ss9-10]. A site visit was carried out on 6/2/25 between Exning Parish Councillors and the WSC Officer to discuss the matter of the Parish Council taking over the maintenance of the Phase 1 open spaces and play area.  It was agreed that Exning Parish Council will start the process of adoption of the open spaces on Phase 1.  There is a need for Persimmon to upgrade (or provide monies to the Parish Council for that purpose) before any agreement is finalised regarding the Chancery Park play area. (JL/LM) The vote was unanimous.
b. To discuss other Chancery Park matters: None.
14.02/25: ROSERY HOTEL: To receive an update: [Town & Country Planning Act 1990, Sched. 1, para. 8]  This item was brought forward to earlier on the agenda.
PUBLIC REALM
15.02/25: REPORT: To receive a report from the Public Realm Working Group regarding matters not on this agenda for discussion only:  No items to report.
16.02/25: CEMETERY AND CHURCHYARD: To receive a report and authorise actions regarding Cemetery and Churchyard matters: [LGA1972, ss214-215]
a. Lacey’s Lane Cemetery: Nothing to report.
b. Exning Road Old Cemetery: Nothing to report.
c. St Martin’s Churchyard: Nothing to report.
17.02/25: TO RECEIVE A PROPOSAL TO INSTALL A VILLAGE SIGN AT COTTON END: [Road Traffic Regulations Act 1984, s.72(1)]. It has not yet been possible to make contact with the company that produced the other signs for Exning.  Deferred to next agenda in April 2025.
18.02/25: SPEEDING: To consider commissioning a speed survey at Cotton End: [Highways Act 1980, s.274A]  Following information from the Senior Highways Engineer at SCC Highways, a set of speed surveys will be commissioned on Cotton End at the cost of £545; Cllr Hood to be asked to consider a 50% contribution to this. (BG/JL) The vote was unanimous.
19.02/25: PLAY AREA DEVELOPMENT: To receive updates and feedback from the consultation evening: [Public Health Act1875, s164].  Some matters of this item have been spoken to earlier in this meeting.  Continuing the discussion, the matter of funding was addressed.  It was RESOLVED to seek the approval of the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities to apply for a PWLB loan of £120,000.00 over the borrowing term of 15 years for the purpose of upgrading the Exning Play Area and Recreation Ground to be inclusive and fully accessible, with new play equipment and surfacing. The annual loan repayments will come to around £12,000.00.  It is not intended to increase the council tax precept for the purpose of the loan repayments.  Current budget for the past two years has allowed for £70,000.00 to be raised by the Parish Council to building up an ear-marked reserve for this purpose and this will continue through subsequent budgets for the purpose of PWLB annual loan repayments. Some small grant funding will be applied for to complete the funding required.
20.02/25: EVENTS: To receive updates & discuss the following events: [LGA 1972, s145]
a. Village Fete 26th July 2025 		}
b. Christmas Tree Light Switch-On	}. no updates
c. Any other events: None at this time	}
21.02/25: NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH SCHEME: To receive an update regarding scheme re-invigeration plans: [Local Govt and Rating Act1997, s31].  No further updates.
22.02/25: ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS: To receive an update:  A meeting with ENRA to be held regarding the Swan Lane area for planting.  
23.02/25: AGENDA ITEMS: To note additional items for consideration at the next meeting (April 2025):  Chancery Park link pathway.
24.02/25: DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING: The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 23rd April 2025 at 7pm & will take place at the Exning Community Church Hall. There is no meeting in March.
25.02/25: CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS: To resolve to exclude press & public under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960: the public & press be excluded for the remainder of the meeting because of the likely disclosure of private & confidential information: No confidential section required.
26.02/25: STAFFING: To discuss staffing matters: [LGA 1972, s.112]   Not applicable.
27.02/25: OTHER CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS: To discuss & authorise any actions:  Not applicable.
Chair, Cllr L Morgan, closed the meeting at 9.00pm.
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APPENDIX A: RECEIPTS AND PAYMENT SCHEDULES (NON-CONFIDENTIAL)
	RECEIPTS LIST - February 2025
	 
	 

	Date
	Supplier
	Description
	Gross Amount

	01-Feb
	West Suffolk Council
	WSC Grant received - Rural England Prosperity Fund
	£5,000.00

	 
	HMRC
	VAT Refund for Q3
	£1,678.81

	04-Feb
	CCLA PSDF
	Interest/reinvestment amount
	£116.27

	13-Feb
	West Suffolk Council
	WSC Locality Budget Fund grant
	£1,200.00

	17-Feb
	DC
	Purchase of rights of burial
	£287.00

	 
	Ewemove
	Newsletter advertising
	£120.00

	25-Feb
	Exning Handyman
	Newsletter advertising
	£70.00

	 
	Lanes Garden Maintenance
	Newsletter advertising
	£40.00

	 
	 
	 
	£8,512.08

	 
	 
	 
	 

	PAYMENTS LIST - February 2025
	(NON-CONFIDENTIAL PAYMENTS)
	 

	Date
	Supplier
	Description
	Gross Amount

	06-Feb
	Vertas Group Limited
	Grass cutting - recreation ground
	£404.87

	 
	JB&SB Fencing
	New fence - St Martin's Churchyard
	£2,664.00

	10-Feb
	UK Fuels Radius
	Machinery fuel
	£19.87

	17-Feb
	Level Up Printing
	Banner printing
	£216.00

	 
	West Suffolk Council
	Trade bin
	£60.30

	 
	West Suffolk Council
	Trade bin
	£40.14

	 
	Friends of Exning School
	Section 137 grant - SEND parents meeting funding
	£390.00

	 
	 
	 
	£3,795.18




APPENDIX B: EXNING PARISH COUNCIL MEETING DATES FOR MUNICIPAL YEAR 2025/2026
Meetings are held in the Exning Community Church Hall at 7pm.
** Please note that, unless otherwise stated, all PC meetings are held on the FOURTH WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH, which is not necessarily the last Wednesday of the month.
2025
Wednesday	14th May	6.15pm – Annual Meeting of the Parishioners with refreshments
				BEGINNING OF MUNICIPAL YEAR 2025/2026
Wednesday	28th May	(Annual Meeting of the Council)
	“	25th June
	“	23rd July**
NO MEETING IN AUGUST
“	24th September
“	22nd October**
“	26th November
NO MEETING IN DECEMBER
2026
Wednesday	28th January
	“	25th February
	“	25th March
	“	22nd April **
Wednesday	13th May	6.15pm – Annual Meeting of the Parishioners with refreshments
BEGINNING OF MUNICIPAL YEAR 2025/2026
Wednesday	27th May	(Annual Meeting of the Council
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